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Ngay 25 thdng Hai, Aaron Bushnell tu thiéu tru6c cOng toa dai st Israel &
Washington dé phén d6i t6i 4c diét chiing nguoi Palestine dang dién ra & Gaza.
Nhiéu ludng ¥ kién chi trich coi nhe hanh dong cia Aaron nhw mot hau qua cta
bénh tAm than. Trdi lai, Iwva chon ctia Aaron Ia mot hanh dong chinh tri ndy sinh
tl nhitng tw tudng vo tri siu sic clia anh. Trong bai viét tdng hgp duéi day, ching
tdi xin duoc chia sé nhitng tém lwoc clia chinh Aaron vé tw twdng chinh tri ctia
minh, va theo d6 1 nhitng 16i ké ti ba ngwdi ban than cia anh.

Theo 161 Aaron k€ lai v6i cdc dong doi trong mot t6 chitc twong tro tai thanh
phd San Antonio, anh 16n 1én trong mdt cong dong da tring theo Kitd gido khép
kin va bao thi & Cape Cod. Ndm Aaron 18 tudi, Donald Trump tring cit tong
thong; anh gia nhap Khong quan ndm 2019. Khi trong quan ngii, anh tim t6i chd
nghia vo tri sau mot qud trinh tw tim toi hoc hdi.

Thang Hai ndm 2023, Aaron chuén bi mot bo tai liéu nhim gitip t6 chtic twong
trg clia minh trd nén thdng nhit hon. Mot thanh vién khic k& lai: “Aaron c6 ging
hgp thitc héa va hoan thién céch thitc hoat dong clia chiing t6i. Anh &y cho ring
dé xay dung niém tin vé 1u vé dai cin c6 sy tranh luin ¢ m& va siu sic. Anh &y
da chuin bi mot danh sdch cAu hoi dé gitip nhém hoat dong tuong trg clia ching
tdi, von con dang 16n x0n vé khau t6 chiic, c6 thé bit dau doi thoai v6i nhau.”

Tuy tra 101 nhitng ciu hoi clia minh, Aaron viét:

Toi 1a mot ngwdi vo tri: t6i tin vao sy x6a bd moi t6 chitc quyeén Iyc
phén cap, nhat 1a chi nghia tv ban va thé ché nha nuéc... Toi coi
nhitng viéc ching ta dang lam 1a hanh dong diu tranh trong cudc
chién tranh giai cAp ma tAng I6p tw ban da kéo chan ca nhan loai vao.
Ditu nay ciing &nh hwdng dén c4ch thirc t8 chitc ddu tranh chinh tri
ctia toi, bdi 18 t6i tin ring moi td chiic quyén lyc phan cAp déu sé tdi
1ap nhitng quan hé d6i khdng giai cdp va dp blic. Vay nén tdi mubn
tham gia vao nhitng hinh thdi d&u tranh quan binh, xiy dyng nhitng
cau triic quyén lyc binh quyén trén nén tang twong trg va doan két,
nhitng yé&u td c6 thé gidi phéng con ngudi. ..

Tdi coi trong viéc dwa ra quyét dinh hoat dong dva trén sy dong thuin
hon 12 ki€u quan 1y “dan chii” hodc bau ctr.

Ciing trong bd tai liéu nay, Aaron gidi thich vi sao anh lai bd cong sttc tham
gia hoat dong twong tro ngudi vo gia cu:

Tb6i van ludn trin trd vi thyc trang ciia van dé vo gia cu, ngay tir lic
con dang 16n 1én trong mot cong dong bao thi. Toi dit niem tin vao



tAm quan trong ctia doan k&t chinh tri va coi viéc con ngudi bi diy Desperate riots to escape the cruelty

vao tinh trang v6 gia cw 1a mot mit trin chinh trong cudc ddu tranh While the guilt is placed square on the shoulders of those in need
giai cdp, tinh trang ndy phai dwoc thach thitc vi loi ich cua tat ca Fighting for justice is the greatest of sins

chiing ta. T6i coi viéc gitp d& hang xém vd gia cw ctia minh la mot Punished by death since the empire began

nghia vu dao ditc, mot vin dé clia diu tranh cong bing xa hdi va don And I was raised a soldier

gidn 12 mot van dé chinh tri ddng dén. Néu tdi khong diing vé phia Now the muzzle is at my back

nhitng ngudi thiét thoi hon minh hdm nay thi ai s& déng vé phia t6i The boots are at my door

ngay mai. The guns are all racked

And like my ancestors before

A hail of bullets will set me free
Express one day delivery

From your state god to thee
Expect from your lord no loyalty

Toi coi tinh trang vo gia cuw khong tw nguyén 1a mot thit bai mang
tAm x4 hoi va mot tdi 4c chong lai loai ngudi. Toi tin rﬁng khong ai
déng bi twéc doat nhitng nhu ciu co ban ctia con ngudi. T6i tin ring
tinh trang vo gia cu khong tw nguyén phai dugc bai bd.

Trong ba ciu chuyén sau ddy, ban bé clia Aaron sé& chia sé nhitng ky niém vé For I was raised a soldier
con ngwdi va cudc doi anh, v vé cdch ma Aaron dd cham dén cudc song cia ho.

Néu ban mudn twdng nhé Aaron, hdy quyén gép cho Quy Citu trg Tré em
Palestine, ma anh &y dé cap dén trong di chiic.

‘“Aaron sé tiép tuc song mai”

Lupe

Aaron s& tiép tuc sdng mai. Toi biét vy vi nhitng ngudi dwoc Aaron yéu
thwong s& mang mot chit clia cu Ay trong tdm hon ho, va tit c4 nhiing ai chiing
kién sy hy sinh ciia cAu Ay s& mang ciu 4y trong tAm tri ho. Aaron rat trin trong
cudc s6ng. Cau tlr bd cudc song clia minh dé c6 thé cho ngudi dan Palestine mot
co hdi dwoc sdng. Aaron di vinh vién thay d6i con ngudi cdc ban. Ban biét vay
boi 1€ trong sudt quang doi con lai, ban s& phai vat 10n suy nghi vé nhitng diéu
minh ddm hy sinh d& d&u tranh gianh ty do cho ngudi khéc.

Ban t6i néi ring dén noi nao Aaron ciing trong ciy. Toi twéng thay nhitng hat
gidng nay da dugc gieo vo con tim va khdi 6c clia ching ta. Ching s& ndy mam
va moc 1én thanh nhitng than ciy to 16n, manh mg, gdc ré bén sau dé vuot qua vd
van trin chién treéc mit trén hanh tinh dang bdc chdy nay. Nhitng than ciy Ay
s& vAn dting thing, gi6ng nhu Aaron da ding, cho dé&n khi khong con ditng dugc
nita, nhung dén liic d6 hat giéng ciia chiing da dugc gieo vao trdi tim ctia nhitng
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Crafted by hand for eternal war

Raised for combat as the empire’s ward

I was raised a soldier

I was built for bowing down

To drop to my knees and worship at the sound of
Blood money capital and oil king’s crown

Obey our enforcers, pray to our flag

Our god is the state and war is her ballad

And you were raised a soldier

Stay your tongue child keep silent I beg

Don’t you know that our god can look into your head
See thoughts and images

Fears and dread and shape it all into will

Ask too many questions

Look through the fog

Set truth to deception and raise up the mob
Fight for real justice and soon you will see

The beauty of our weapons pointed straight at you and me
In the end this state knows no loyalty

For we were both raised soldiers

Peer through the windows and watch every street
Heed George Jackson’s words

Watch the pigs and never sleep

A muzzle in tall grass

A flashbang in the dark

Bombs for the masses

Soon the fires will start

A stalker in the nighttime

A predator

A drone

Tear gas and flames

Jack boots in your home

Door-to-door searches

To your knees dropping atone

Fearful and wordless we all look on

Toward the burning of Rome this can only progress
Toward panic in the streets

Police violence and unrest
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ngwdi ma ta yéu quy dé cay xanh lai ti€p tuc vieon mam. Ho sé tiép tuc cudc dau
tranh ndy cho dén khi thé€ giéi twoi dep ma Aaron biét chiing ta xttng ddng duoc
huéng dwgce sinh ra.

“Cau ay la ngudi chiing t6i thye sy cin & day”

T Bear

C6 vé nhiéu nguwoi chi coi Aaron 1a mot quan nhan. Canh ta trén mang ciing
nhu céc phwong tién truyén thong ctia chii nghia Ty do di nhanh chéng coi nhe
101 néi va hanh dong ctia Aaron ma chon d4nh gid cau bing nhitng tu twéng dao
dtc ctvng nhic, chinh nhitng tw twdng ma sudt ca cudc doi trwdng thanh ctia minh
ciu da c6 ging chay thodt.

Tbi viét nhitng dong nay biét ring ching sé dugc nhitng ngudi dong chi véi
minh doc. T6i mudn n6i mot diéu gi do that chan thanh d€ moi ngudi cling suy
ngAm xem tai sao chiing ta lai ¢6 khuynh huéng déi xir véi ngudi khac nhw thé ho
12 mén do dung mdt fan vay. Nhung thuc Iong t6i khong biét phdi néi gi. Mong
ring thay vao d6, ban c6 thé cing mang gdnh ning tim ki€m cu tra 16i cho vin
de nay v6i toi.

Sau mot doi t6i hoat dong véi nhitng ngwdi vo tri, mot quan nhan dwong
nhiém 25 tudi m&i trd nén cip tién gan day lai 1a ngudi chi cho t6i thiy nhitng
xiéng xich dang tréi budc minh—r4t lau trude khi ciu Ay quyét dinh lia bd cude
doi nay. Aaron c6 dnh huéng nhw vy 1én nhidu ngudi cau gip. Cau ludn cd ging
hét minh d€ gdy dung céc méi quan hé dya trén 1ong tin twéng va thdu hiéu shu
séc; cling s& 12 ngudi dau tién to ra khong hai 1ong néu ban cudi cot trie nhitng
van dé quan trong. Aaron khong bao giy nhim mit cho qua mot sy bit cong nao.
C4u thé hién nhiéu hon bat ¢ ai ma t6i biét tinh than vo tri, “th® tinh cdm dam
tinh ngudi, thit tinh cdm hwéng d&n muc dich t6t dep nhat cho céi chung, ty do
va cong 1y cho tit c3, tinh doan két va long yéu thuong trong mudn ngudi.”!

Cau ay la ngwdi ma ching tdi thyc sy can & ddy. T6i mong ban s& nhé t6i
nhitng 16i néi va viéc 1am clia Aaron truée khi cio bing trai nghiém song ctia

1 “Khi t6i nGi vé tinh than vo tri, ti muén néi dén thi tinh cdm dam tinh nguoi, thi tinh cim
hwéng dén muc dich t6t dep nhat cho céi chung, tv do va cong 1y cho tit ca, tinh doan két va long
yéu thuong trong mudn ngudi. Tinh cam Ay khong phai ban chét dic hitu clia riéng nhitng ngudi ty
xuwng 12 vo tri, nd truyén cam hiing cho bét ct ai c6 mot tri tim bao dung va mot khdi 6¢ rong lugng.”
Errico Malatesta, Umanita Nova, 13 thang Tw, 1922
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mot con nguwdi. Tdi mong ban s& suy ngdm vé cdc mdi quan hé ctia minh va cdch
ban c6 thé gidm thi€u théi kiém soét va cwdng ép. T6i mong ban s& gin két ben
chiit hon, siu sic hon véi cdc dong chi ciia minh. Ton vinh ho ngay bay giv. Mat
di ho that khong dang chit nao.

“Pirng quén thong diép cia cdu ay”

Moon

Téi dang n6i chuyén dwéi tw cdch mot ngwdi ban va dong chi ctia Aaron,
nhung triedc tién t6i mudn nhic lai thong diép cudi cling cia ciu danh cho th&
gi6i vé tdi 4c diét chiing ngudi Palestine & Gaza gly ra béi Israel. Nhitng khiing
hoang ma nguoi din Palestine phéi ganh chiu mdi ngay dwéi ban tay clia quan doi
thuc dan Israel qua that tdng tan lwong tdm va vo dao dirc, nhung chinh phu ta
va cdc d€ qudc khdc lai dung ting va bién ching thanh mot I& thwdng tinh trong
xa hoi. Ta phai thira nhan ring cudc d6 ho clia Israel phai cham dit, ngudi dan
Palestine phéi dugc ty do sdng trén dat dai clia minh va phét trién thinh vugng,
khong chiu lo ngai t méi de doa thuc dan.

Ban than Aaron 14 mot ngwdi séng nguyén tic, cé ¥ chi manh mé&. Do kinh
nghiém tir thoi tho au, cAu Ay nhin thitc dwgc siu sic vé cdc mdi quan hé phan cAp
va lién tuc chéng lai cdc hé thong quyén lyc phan cip tiém tang trong hoat dong
chinh tri hang ngay ciia ching t6i. Cau Ay vo cling kién dinh va t6i rt ngudng mo
diéu dé. Aaron da day t6i rt nhidu vé cdch xay dyng chinh kién ctia minh va tAm
quan trong trong viéc xay dyng chinh kién ctia ban than, diéu nay anh hwdng dén
cong viéc ciia ta 1an cia td chic.

Qua st hy sinh clia Aaron, tdi mu6n nhic t6i mot ri ro ma nhigu ngudi ching
ta phai d6i mit trong long d&€ qudc: su tw mén. Ta hoat dong diu tranh chinh tri
trén dudng phd, bi 1am ngo, dé roi sau d6 tré nén tw mén va thém phan dong 1a.
Ché quén ring ta s6ng trong mot xa hdi thie dan dinh cw va nhidu nguoi trong
s0 ta chinh 1a nhitng ké thuc dan dinh cu; ta ciing dong 18a trong t0i 4c diét chiing
nhitng ngwoi hang x6m phai chiu dch thye dan do ho cua ta—ngwoi M¥ ban dia
va ngudi My da den. Ta cin t8 chitc xdy dung cong dong va hoat dong cap tién
dai han, d4u tranh tredong ky. Muc dich clia viée xay dung céc t6 chirc x4 hoi 1a
gitt 14y da phong trao, d€ khong ai cdm thdy can phéi hy sinh ban than nhu th&

Todi dang cam thay bé nhd, cam thdy nhu bi nghién nét bdi quy mo va tinh tri
tré clia cac hé théng ma ta dang diu tranh chdng lai. T6i cdm thay nhé bé va bat
Iwc khi phai d6i mdt v6i cdc hé thong da ton tai hang trim nim va c6 thé s& ton
tai thém hang trim ndm nita nay. Trwdc kia thi hoan toan ngwoc lai nhung ngay
bay gi® tdi cAm thdy minh that bé nho. Ta phai 1am gi dé tim dugc thit binh yén
khong bi nhuém cham dong 16a trong thé gi¢i nay? T6i mong Aaron da tim dugc
binh yé€n clia minh.

Nhung long twong 4i va chia budn d6 don vé ti cdc ban va cdc dong chi cta
t6i trén khip dit nuwde da khién toi hét siic kinh ngac. Toi thuong ké v6i Aaron vé
viéc doi khi toi bi chodng ngop véi long ngwéng md va tinh cdm danh cho dong
ddi clia minh d&n mitc bat khéc. Long twong 4i clia tit ca cdc ban da khién toi
phai roi nwéc mit nhiéu [An trong vai ngdy qua. Toi khong c6 16i gi d€ din ta tinh
cam clia minh danh cho cdc ban. T6i vin con chwa hét kinh ngac.

To6i mudn két 161 bing hai phan: vai 16i tiv di chiic cia Aaron va mot bai tho
ma ciu 4y da dién tap dé€ doc khi roi quan ngil.

T di chidc ctia Aaron:

“T6i cdm thdy c6 18i v6i em trai va cdc ban clia minh vi dd bd moi
ngudi ma di nhw vdy. TAt nhién néu cdm thdy thyc sy c6 16i thi toi
da khong 1am viéc nay. Nhung b mdy nay dang trong con khat mau.
Qua that khong cong bing chiit nao.”

“T6i mudn hai cot ctia minh dugc hoa ting. Xin dirng rai tro hay chon
t0i & bt ctt dau vi co thé clia tdi chdng thudc vé noi nao trén thé gidi
ndy ca. Néu mot ngay nhan dan Palestine danh lai dwgc quyén tw chii
trén manh dét ctia minh va néu duoc sy dong ¥ tir ho, t6i mudn tro
c6t ctia minh dwoc rai trén mot Palestine ti do.”

The Empire Raised Me

A Poem from Anansi’s Library

I was a soldier for her before I knew her name
Raised to die before I fully knew mine
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Mot so trich doan

T6i da rit coi m& v6i Aaron va ty hao vé dieu do. Sy c&i mé xdy niém tin va
lam sAu thém két ndi ciia ching t6i; t6i luén b ging dé c6 thé sdng that cdi md
v6i moi ngudi. Cudi cling, t6i mudn chia sé cdc trich doan tr hai bitc thw minh
da viét cho Aaron.

Moi quan hé clia ta thay ddi ta, dinh hinh ta. Khi minh nhin vao moi
ngudi, nhitng ngwdi ban ma minh yéu thuong nhat, nhitng ngudi
minh c6 m&i quan hé tinh cdm vitng chic nhat, minh c6 thé chi ra
nhitng cdch ma ho di thay d6i minh. T4c phong, théi quen, cich
néi chuyén hodc nhitng phan thé giéi quan ma minh da nhan t ho.
Chiing khi&n minh cdm thAy rit tw hao va biét on. Cau chic chin da
thay d6i minh theo nhitng céch minh s& cdm thay ty hao va biét on,
nhwng mot trong nhitng diéu dau dén nhat 1a minh s& phéi nudi tiéc
nhitng cdch ma ciu da c6 thé thay d6i minh, néu ciu con s6ng. ..

Minh wéc da c6 thé hi€u cau hon. C6 biét bao diu vé ciu minh con
mudn biét va rat nhiu diéu khdc minh muén cau hiéu vé minh. Minh
w6c duge tan mit chitng kién sy trwedng thanh chinh tri cia ciu, va
wéc chiing ta da c6 thé tic dong siu sic hon 1én sy truéng thanh clia
nhau. Minh wéc ciu c6 thé nhin thiy sy truéng thanh ctia minh dé
thay d6i n6 va gitp minh trd thinh mot nha cdch mang t6t hon. Minh
mudn gip ciu trong dau tranh, d& hoc cdch déu tranh bén canh ciu
va dau tranh cling cdu. Minh mudn ciu & diy, bén canh minh.

Minh ctt twéng twong ring ciu van con & day. Sau khi tw phan tinh,
minh nhin ra thyc chit minh dang twéng tuwgng ciu con & day—
nhung khéng phai con ngudi cii clia cdu ma la con nguoi ciu trong
tw do. Ty do khéi tréi budc ctia quan ngii. Minh vui biét bao khi
twdng twong thiy sy tw do va ddu tranh cla cu, twéng twong thay
niém vui ciia ciu.

Phan két
That khé khiin dé ti€c thuwong sy mat mat ndy ma khong dwgc & canh di hai

clia ciu iy, khong dwoc cdm nhan nhitng tic dong vé thé xdc va tinh than bén
canh linh cftu clia nguoi da mat.
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ndy thém mot IAn nita. T6i rat yéu quy Aaron. Cau Ay 13 ngudi ban, ngudi dong
chi ctia toi va t6i nhé cu Ay rat nhicu. Pitng quén thdng diép ctia cau ay.

“Aaron ban t6i”’

E

Aaron ban t6i rt tot tinh, thwong ngudi va sdng cé nguyén tic, doi khi dén
mtic khé chiu; cau Ay c6 kha niing phan tinh t6t va ludn sin sang thay ddi dé dap
tng nhu cu cla tdi trong tinh ban. Ching t6i nhanh chéng thanh ban va ciu y
12 mot trong nhitng ngudi choi thian véi tdi nhat.

Toi yéu quy Aaron v cling. Khoéng c6 may dieu t6i hdi tiéc trong tinh ban
nay—mot tinh ban ma hai bén déu mé long hét ¢ v6i nhau. Téi khong bao gidy
quén bay t6 cho ciu 4y nhitng tinh cdm clia minh. T6i thay biét on vi dd danh
nhiéu thoi gian bén cau Ay hét sitc c6 thé. Diéu tdi s¢ nhét bay gi¢ 1a tinh ban cta
chiing t6i, tinh cAm than thiét, sdu sic ma t6i danh cho ciu 4y, tit cd nhitng khoénh
khéc than mat, nhitng trd diia clia hai dta, ti€ng cudi, nhitng suy tw clia cu Ay, tat
thay—toi s phai 12 ngudi duy nhit nim giit nhitng ky tc nay. Toi khong mudn
chiing bién mat, t6i khong mudn chi cat giit chiing trong tri nhé chéng tan ciia
minh. T6i mudn tit c4 biét tdi dd yéu quy cau Ay ra sao.

Cudng gido

T6i mudn néi qua vé bdi canh cudc sdng ctia Aaron. Cau Ay da bi mat chia sé
v6i t6i, nhung t6i cdm thay bay gir minh c6 thé ké lai véi tat ca cdc ban vi Aaron
da qua doi, va vi t6i mudn cdc ban ¢6 mdt hinh dung chung vé ciu dy. Bdo chi
cling da tiép can ngudi quen trude kia clia Aaron, thé nén khong sém thi mudn
chuyén nay ciing dén tai cong chiing, con tdi thi cho ring c4c ban nén dugc nghe
nhitng diéu nay ti* miéng mot ngwdi dong chi.

Aaron dugc nudi 16n trong mdt cudng gido. Mot gido phéi Kito gido va tu vién
tw phong dwoc goi 1a “Cong dong Chiia Jesus.” Trong cudng gido ndy, ciing khong
khéc v6i cdc cudng gido néi chung, Aaron da phai lam lung khong ngoi tay tir khi
con nhd: nhitng viéc nhw lao dong khong cong, dién tap miét mai cho cic chuong
trinh nghé thuat biéu dién do cdng dong gido phdi t& chitc, hofic tham gia cting bi.



bitu nay khién ciu bi ton thwong sau sic, mot phin vi cau phai lam nhitng digu
nay trong khi vat 1on véi chitng tw ky, mdt chuéng ngai gy kho khén trong cude
song hing ngy. Cau 4y phai hoc cich che diu ngay tir khi con nhd va cam thiy
tudi tho ctia minh da bi ddnh cdp. Khi con 12 mot thi€u nién, c6 mot miia he ma
Aaron ngay nao ciing phéi 1am thém vai cong viéc d€ ki€ém tién trd hoc phi cho
mot chwong trinh nghé thuat bi€u dién ma cau bi bit phai tham gia. Trong cudng
gidgo Cong dong Chiia Jesus, moi thi* déu bi thic ddy bdi mic cdm x&u héS va toi
16i, cting nhu mdi de doa bi cong dong tay chay. Digu ndy anh hwéng dén Aaron
sAu sic va dinh hinh céch cu lya chon xay dung mdi quan hé v6i moi nguvi. P6
121y do ciu rdi t6 chitc SACC [San Antonio Collective Care, tam dich: Chidm s6¢
Cong dong San Antonio], d€ bao vé& ban than. Téi di v cing may min méi c6
thé xay dwng dugc méi quan hé clia minh véi Aaron.

L6n 1én trong mot cudng gido, vé co ban 12 mot xd hoi thu nhd véi cac chuan
muc vin hdéa khac biét hoan toan véi ching ta, Aaron c¢6 kha nang nhin nhén rd
hon cdc chudn muc x3 hoi gan nhw vo hinh v6i nhitng ngudi di quen thudc khudn
kh& ctia n6. Cau nhin ra dugc nhitng logic phét xit tiém 4n va khuynh huéng
cudng gido ma chiing ta lwét qua mdi ngiy. CAu quan sét va cdm nhan ching theo
nhitng céch ma t6i phai c6 hét stic d€ cdm nhan va thau hi€u trén mirc do ly thuyét.
Cau Ay ludn trd 101 mot cich mip mo vé qud khi¢ clia minh trong khi vAn ¢ hét
stic d& khong phai néi ddi. C6 thé ban vin nhé cdch cau Ay tra 16i “kiéu kiéu the”
khi bi hoi c6 tiing theo nghiép bi€u dién hay & trong ban nhac nao khong.

Khi con séng & d6, cau 4y hoan toan 1a mot tin do, tham gia vao dii cdc nghi
thitc 1am nhuc va vong xody bao lyc. Cau 4y tiing tin hoan toan vao thuc t& dé.
Thoét ra khoi hé tv twdng ndy va trai nghiém cay ding khi thé giéi quan bi sup
d6 1a mot trong nhitng diéu khién Aaron trd thanh mot ngudi séng rat c6 nguyén
tdc va danh hét tim stic cho viéc phé bé quyén luc phan cip.

Khi Aaron thay déi va t¢ phan tinh

Khi nhin tin v6i nhau, tdi hay tréu 1a Aaron nhin tin nhu mot chang trai thing
(ma ciu Ay diing 13 mot chang trai thing that). Cau Ay ching bao gi® dung biéu
twong cam xic, ddu cau hojc nhitng ti nhu “lol” (“laugh out loud,” ngdn ngit
mang tiéng Anh tam dich 13 “cudi 16n”). Thyc sy rit buc minh. Va ciu Ay da nd
lyc hét st d€ 1am nhitng diéu trén nhu tdi yéu cau, rat nhanh chéng va nhat quan.

Mot [an, Aaron vA t6i di ¢6 mot cudc tranh ludn, mot cudc tranh luan chinh
tri vé dao dirc clia viéc tiéu thy va san xudt thit. Tirng 1 mot nguoi An chay, tdi cé
rat nhiéu ¥ ki€n ma Aaron ciing khong kém canh. Cudc trd chuyén & sang dé tai

thuc vat va Aaron néi rﬁng cAu chi coi thyc vat 1a nhitng ¢d mdy sinh hoc, hoan
toan khdng c6 sy séng hodc it nhat 1a mot thit ban chat khién chiing c6 gi4 tri dao
dtrc va ddng dwgc bado vé, nhw nhitng dong vit c6 doi séng tinh cadm. Toi thuc
sw rt soc. Toi giai thich cho Aaron ring ciu sai to roi, va bao cau hiy doc cudn
séch Braiding Sweetgrass (tam dich: Bén Hoa théo), theo kiéu gi6i thiéu sich cho
ngudi khic ma chdng mong chd ring ho sé doc. Cudc trd chuyén clia chiing toi
dwong nhu c¢6 anh huwdng sau sic 1én ciu Ay, va ching tdi tiép tuc néi vé dé tai
ndy trong vai tun sau d6. Trén dudng 14i xe dén Ohio, ciu Ay di vira nghe sich
n6i ctia cudn “Bén Hoa thao” vira nhin tin cho t6i. Cau thyc sy, thuc sy say mé
n6. T6i nghi riing cudn sach da dinh hinh lai mot phin thé gi¢i quan clia cau Ay.

Nguyén tic

Aaron nhin thay bat cong, quyén Iwc phan cip va vai trd ciia ban than trong
céc hé thong nay va cim ghét chiing. Vi cich minh dugc nudi day ma ciu c6 rat
nhigu mic cam t6i 16i; cAu 1am hau hét moi viéc trong cam gidc toi 16i. Toi rat
budn vi ciu 4y dad khong thé chita lanh hoan toan cho béan than truéc khi mat.

Aaron danh rit nhiéu tinh cdm cho nhitng con meo ciia minh. Cam gisc mau
thuéin khi c¢6 quyén s& hitu sinh vat minh yéu vin ludn d& ning lén ciu. Aaron
ludn ngdm nghi vé cdch chim séc bon meo va xoay s& trong mdi quan hé théng
tri nly, mdi quan hé ma cu 12 ngudi ndm toan quyén kiém sodt. Toi thiy cau Ay
thuee sy khé tam vi diéu ndy.

Aaron tir chdi néi nhitng tir xtic pham nhu “crazy,” “insane” hodc “lame” (ghi
chi ctia ngudi dich: hai tir dau xuét phdt tir nhitng t* chi bénh tAm than, tir cudi
ngoai nghia xtic pham con c6 nghia 1a “khap khiéng”) do chiing cé ngudn gdc tir
st miét thi ngwdi khuyét tat va ciu di nhic nhé tdi nhidu IAn vi t6i diing tir “lame”
lién tuc. Cau Ay nhat quyét khong néi tir “fuck” (tam dich: “du”) vi thay duoc goc
ré clia n6 trong ché do phu quyén di tinh va sy ky thi nit gidi.

Aaron ciing khong thich ti* “dan chi” vi nhitng 1y do qud dai dé giai thich;
chiing t6i da tranh lun vé& né rat nhiéu, c6 thé néi ddy 1a mdt trd dua riéng cia
chiing toi.

Aaron di x6a tai khoén Signal tru6e khi ty thiéu. Mot hanh dong d€ ddm bdo
an toan va thé hién tinh cdm cudi cung cho cdc dong chi ctia minh.



